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!rytAntarctica s ice is melting rapidly
he vast majority of Antarctica s rce melt, which is responsrble for at least
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13.8 millimeters ot sea level rise over the past 40 years. was long thought to come
lrom the unstable west Antarctic lce sheet. Now, a study using 40 years of satel-
ille rmagery tinds that the East Antarctic lce Sheet is losing a substantial quantiry
of ice as well. over the past 4 decades, that loss accounted for more ttran go%

of the sea level rise attributed to the continent, researchers report this week in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of sciences. East Antarctrca, which has 10 times
as much ice as the continent s western half. was long thought to be insulated from cli_
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chanee because it rests on land, largely protected from warming ocean waters. A

2or9 Nature paper estimated the region was actually gaining ice. lf con{irmed, the new
results could dramatically reshape projections of sea level rise for the next century.


